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Electric Recliner Chairs vs Manual Recliner Chairs

Choosing the correct seating is essential, whether it is for your home, a care home or hospital. Chairs can be some of
the most well-used furniture, so it is important to find seating that is both functional and aesthetic. This is why
recliner chairs are an excellent seating option for the elderly or those with limited mobility. The increased
maneuverability of the chair makes it easier for the user to sit down or get up, as well as provide extra support and

comfort whilst sitting.

Recliners can either be manual or electric, and both of these options come with different features to suit the user’s
needs. In this article, we will explore the differences between manual and electric recliner chairs to help you decide

which is the best seating option for you.

Electric Recliner Chairs

An electric recliner comes with electronic components that motorise the chairs in different positions. Recliner chairs
come with one to three motors, depending on how much movement you require. An electronic recliner chair with
three motors will be able to adjust the leg rest, the backrest and additionally tilt the recliner in space to make it even

easier to get in and out.

The option to add different motors means that electronic recliners generally have more movement than traditional
manual recliners. Therefore, the electronic motor means that the recliner can be adjusted exactly to your

requirements to help you reach your most comfortable and supported position.

Electronic recliner chairs have extra features to manual recliner chairs, making them typically more expensive and,
due to their electronic components, are more expensive to repair. However, electric recliner chairs generally have a

longer lifespan than manual recliner chairs.
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An easy two-button control enables the chair to rise
and after returning to a seated position the footrest
to be raised, followed by the back reclining.

2 motor 3-way
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The back and footboard operate independently of each
other with the benefit of being able to achieve optimum
comfort in a seated or reclined position. The 2 motor
mechanism also allows the back to recline independently
at any point in the recline cycle.
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All our 3 motor chairs offer independent operation of the back
and footboard. A motoris used for three separate functions - 1
rmotor is for the back, 1 motor for the rise and 1 motor for the
footboard. This allows extra lifting capacity on the footboard and
for an almost ‘flat’ position.
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Manual Recliner Chairs

Traditional manual recliners use a pull lever to manoeuvre the seating into its reclined position. Due to this simple
lever mechanism, the movement that manual recliners can allow is less than electronic chairs, they generally have
one recliner position and one seated position. While electronic recliners can have up to three motors, a manual

recliner will usually just adjust the footrest and backrest.

Because there are fewer parts involved in manual recliners, they are generally cheaper to purchase and cheaper to
repair than electronic recliners. Fewer parts also mean they are lighter, so it is easier to move your recliner to
wherever it needs to go. Manual recliner chairs are easier to maintain than electronic recliners, but wear and tear

can shorten their lifespan, which is typically less than electronic recliner chairs.
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To recline the push/pull manual recliner the user, while seated in the
chair, should push forward on both arms and the footboard will rise
to a horizontal "TV" position and by leaning on the back the chair will
recline. With the user taking the weight off, the back will rise and by
pushing on the footboard the chair will return to a seated paosition.
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Which Recliner Is Right For Me?

Electronic recliners suit those with the most limited mobility, this is because they will not need to pull on a lever and
can simply push a button to recline the chair. Due to the more advanced mechanisms, there is also a greater range of
positions to support the user. However, if you simply need a recliner that can adjust the leg rest and backrest then a

manual recliner will suit your needs.

Electronic recliner chairs are a good long-term investment due to their extended lifespan, but it is worth noting that
because of the extra mechanisms they come with, they are heavier than manual recliners and will also need to be

near a power source to work. Therefore, they would not suit users that need to move their recliner around.

Advantages of Electric Recliner Chairs:

o Multiple motors allow for various adjustments, including leg rest, backrest, and tilt
e Greater range of movement compared to manual recliners

o Can be adjusted precisely to individual comfort needs

e Generally have a longer lifespan than manual recliners

e Provide extra features for enhanced comfort and support

Advantages of Manual Recliner Chairs:

o Simple pull lever mechanism for reclining

e Generally cheaper to purchase and repair

o Lightweight and easier to move around

o Easier to maintain

« Suitable for basic reclining needs without requiring advanced features

Which Recliner Is Right For You?

o Choose electric recliners for those with limited mobility or needing advanced positioning
options

o Opt for manual recliners if basic reclining functionality is sufficient and mobility is not an
issue

o Consider the weight and power source requirements of electric recliners before purchasing,
especially if mobility is a concern
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